A PAIR OF SNWEAKDRS

" By CAPTAIN ANDY LOCASCIO

summer house on Cape Cod, a business
trip to Tampa, aroad tripalong the Gulfof Mexico
—what do all of these things have in common?
They offer really fun opportunities to catch fish.
But when you're traveling or vacationing, you
can’t bring all the tackle you'd like. You also
never know what conditions you're going to
encounter. Improvisation is a must.

Case in point; On a recent trip for Galapagos
billfish, our charter boat was delayed. My friends
and I jumped on a local skiff and found a small
group of birds working bait. We used relatively
light spinning gear and surface poppers to catch
overadozen yellowfin tunaup to 50 pounds, and
a couple big wahoo. Weeks later I was in Key
‘West for another offshore trip when a school

of bonefish appeared in the lagoon behind
my friend’s house. I used almost the exact
same outfit, tipped a bucktail with a small
piece of Gulp bait, and landed a handful of
fish before the school spooked. The point
is, when you travel you need to improvise,
and to improvise you need the ultimate all-
around outfit. (continued)
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Spinning versus
Conventional Tackle

Unfortunately, it is hard to work a range
of artificial lures effectively with con-
ventional tackle, and very light jigs are
impossible to cast. Spinning reels typically
allow for better casting distance and much
more attractive retrieves, especially when
using fast popping plugs. They can also
cast a much broader range of lure weights.
Until recently, one of the greatest short-
comings of spinning reels was their lack of
line capacity. The advent of low-diameter
braided/fused lines, however, has greatly
increased both the line capacity and ver-
satility of these reels. For the spontancous
angler, spinning reels are the way to go.

The Right Rod

For traveling, go with a two-piece rod,
right? Not necessarily. Most two-piece rods
are rated for a fairly narrow range of line
and lure weights. This limits your ability to
improvise. The good news is that airlines
still allow up to an eight-foot rod tube to be
checked as a piece of regular baggage. Rod
tubes are inexpensive and help ensure your

gear will arrive in one piece. You can also
place more than one rod inside.Shimano
recently introduced the Trevala line of
rods. The graphite/carbon TC4 construc-
tion means they are virtually indestructible.
They’re also incredibly versatile. These
rods are specifically designed for braided/
fused lines, and thus have a slightly softer
action than some of the graphite blanks

on the market today. Though you may opt
for a slightly lighter rod, depending on
your travels, my favorite is the seven-foot
TVSTOML. It can handle lure weights up to
five ounces and is rated for 20- to 50-pound
line. Amazingly, this rod can still throw
3/8-ounce jigs for schoolie stripers, yet do
battle with a 65-pound yellow(in tuna. It

is equally effective for a summer floun-

der party boat trip as it is for jigging inlet
snook.

The Matching Reel

Line capacity and a quality drag system
are the key factors in choosing the right
reel. Many anglers make the mistake of
selecting a spinning reel designed to handle

52 WORLDWIDE ANGLER www.worldwideanglermag.com

12-pound monofilament line, then load it
with 30-pound braided/fused line. The drag
system and internal components are simply
not designed to handle the load created by
a big fish peeling off 30-pound line. These
reels inevitably fail and usually do so at the
waorst possible moment. A better choice is a
reel rated for at least 16- to 20-pound line.
A smooth running multi-ball bearing reel is
certainly nicer to use, but the drag system
is really the determining factor. A reel with
a smooth, well-sealed drag will stand up to
both the fish and the elements much longer.
That means a price of $120 or more.

Line Strategqgies

Though monofilament line is perfect for
many applications, the traveling angler
needs to leave it home. The best line for
improvising is braided/fused line with an
assortment of leaders to match situations.
Braid casts farther and you can fit more of
it on a spool. This extra capacity can make
all the difference when the right fish comes
along. Braid’s lack of stretch adds sensitiv-







